
Bethlehem Star 
S E P T  2 0 2 1  B E T H L E H E M  S T A R  

 

BETHLEHEM 

UNITED 

METHODIST  

CHURCH 

INVITES YOU 

TO WORSHIP 

WITH US! 

WE ARE      

LOVING,     

SUPPORTIVE, 

AND ACTIVE 

 

SUNDAY      

SERVICES     

INCLUDE 

WORSHIP AT 

9:00,           

CHILDREN’S  

SERMON      

PASTOR  
Amber 

Karkosky- 
Litten 

765-617-3320 
 

Chad Litten 
765-617-1262 

 
Greetings, Brothers and Sisters, in the Wonderful 
Name of Jesus! 

How do I even put into words the unbelievable ways 
God shows up in our wonderful congregation? WOW! 
Amazing! Powerful! Beautiful! As I sit here recapping 
the last few weeks, my spirit is so deeply moved. The 
Prayer, Worship, and strong sense of Community are 
all gifts from God. Thank you for listening to God’s 
Spirit and loving so well. You make every person feel 
loved and appreciated. Thank you for all of your thoughtfulness for Mad-
dy’s 9th Birthday. He loves all of you, and so do we. 

You all have worked so hard to help make our church building as beauti-
ful as our church body. I am so proud to get to be your pastor. Thank-you 
to Everyone with a special mention to Gordon, Dave, Deb, and Sheila for 
hours upon hours you have given. We could not have done this huge of a 
project without you. 

Thank you, Team Bethlehem!! 

So much is happening in the world around us. We all react differently. We 
do not have look far to find a person who has a different opinion. The 
news has been full of stories these past few weeks that break our hearts. 
I want to challenge us to live as Jesus did, to show love, share love, and 
spread love to people. Every week I say to you, “Brothers and Sisters, go 
in peace, and serve the Lord. we are about to enter our mission field.” 
This world during this time…needs us, the followers of Jesus, to live as 
Jesus did and not only show, share, and spread love, but offer the gifts of 
grace and compassion to the people in our mission, regardless if we think 
they deserve it. Because Jesus gave us love, grace and mercy, the world 
needs the church to rise up like never before united in love, grace, and 
compassion. The world needs you and me, and us together to go in 
peace and serve the lord! Are we up to it? I believe the Bethlehem 
Church Family is up to the task. Amen. 

In the Name of Jesus Christ, I pray we continue to                             
Show Love, Share Love, and Spread Love! 

                                    Grace and Peace,  Pastor Amber 
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Bethlehem Family Happenings 

B E T H L E H E M  S T A R  

Grace Woosley, grand-

daughter of Sharon and 

Gordon Woosley graduat-

ed from LaGuardia High 

School of Performing Arts 

in June.  She will be at-

tending college at North 

Carolina School of Per-

forming Arts in Winston 

Salem NC the fall. 

My Big Italian Family was finally able to hold our reunion this past June in central 
Pennsylvania. Our Italian cousins were unable to make the trip.  This loving family 
covering 5 generations of my Pappy and Grandma Chiado had about 20 additional 
members absent from this picture.  It was marvelous weather and loving friend-
ships.  Each family member was given a hydrangea cutting from one of my Pappy’s 
prized hydrangea bushes.  Mine is thriving and I can’t wait to see it bloom!  Family is 
a BLESSING!                                                                                  Diane Kleinfelter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gary & Susie Melton cele-
brated their 50th wedding 
anniversary on July 30th with 
a celebration at Laurel Hall 
in Indianapolis.  Thanks to 
Susie’s  brother Chuck and 
daughter-in-law Jennifer, for 
coordinating this memorable 
affair! 
********************************* 

GOD IS ALWAYS THE 
SAME 

HIS CHARACTER IS  
CONSTANT 

Joe Brewer and Terri 
Fancher both thanked 
Sheila Bailey & Debbie 
Witzke for the beautiful 
lap quilts they made for 
the church members who 
both recently had sur-
gery. 
*****************************
Sharon and Leroy Hur-
lock celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary on 
June 4th.  Congratula-
tions! 
***************************** 
Hurlocks’ granddaughter, 
Amanda (daughter of 
Chris) married Anthony 
Safe in Oakland City, IN, 
in late May.  Amanda 
used to attend Bethlehem 
as a child.  
***************************** 
GOD IS UNCHANGING  
HIS PROMISES ARE-

GUARANTEED 



After church on August 22, several of 
the members tried out our beautifully 
remodeled Fellowship Hall for a self 
served lunch, provided by the left overs 
from Ella Kuleff’s funeral reception. 
It was a joyous time with laughter and 
fellowship. 
We all agreed that we can’t wait for the 
“official” pot luck dinner to be an-
nounced so everyone can share in gen-
uine fellowship.  Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow! 
                                        Diane Kleinfelter 

Our newly redecorated basement (and furnace/storage room!) is almost complete and we are so 
proud of it.  Gordon’s leadership got things going and as always, the congregation followed through.  
The basement was stripped-cabinets, carpet, furniture, piano and supplies were removed.  The 
walls were repainted by Sheila and Debbie and a beautiful new epoxy floor was installed, which 
should last for another 177 years!?  A new French drain has been dug outside to solve water prob-
lems.  The church ladies have replaced kitchen equipment.  We are almost ready to celebrate with 
an old fashioned church pitch-in dinner!                               Marilyn Anderson 

Major Renovations in the  
Bethlehem Fellowship Hall 
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Rev. Sanita Maiko, Superinten-
dent of the North Central District 
of the Indiana Conference of the 
United Methodist Church, 
preached at Bethlehem on Sun-
day, Aug. 22nd. He left us with a 
lot of positive “food for thought.” 
************************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to Lynn Armstrong for 
preaching on July 25th as Pastor 
Amber & family took a much de-
served vacation to Florida. 
************************************** 

                       Pumpkin cookies       
21/2 c flour              1egg.                      1t vanilla 
11/2 c sugar.           1t cinnamon           1/2t nutmeg 
1c pumpkin.            1/2 c butter 
1T baking powder    1T baking soda 
Mix dry and then add wet until creamy. Bake 350 
for 13-15 minutes on greased sheet. 
Makes 3 dozen 
Icing 
3oz cream cheese.    2T butter. 2c powdered sug-
ar. Ice when cooled 
 
Deb Witzke 

Ella Bernice Kuleff 86, formerly of Fishers, IN passed away June 23, 2021, in Glendale, AZ.  
Ella was born August 15, 1934 in Carlisle, IN to the late Clyde A. Reed and Evah Marie (Carrie/
Reed) Johnson.  She married Robert L “Bob” Kuleff June 5, 1959 and he preceded her death in 
2018. Also preceded in death, daughter Brenda M. (Fred) Parnell, infant grandson Peter Bryce Ran-
kin, brother Clyde A. Reed Jr, sisters Dolores (Bernard) Muffler and Barbara (William) Mayer.  Ella 
was a member of the Bethlehem UMC Fishers, IN and attended Mission Belle UMC in Glendale, AZ.  
Surviving are three children, Mark A. (Mary) Reynolds of Winter Haven, FL, Pamela K. (Patrick) 
Rankin of Phoenix, AZ, Daniel M. (Diane) Kuleff of Larwill, IN, brother in law Daniel Eugene (Mary 
Jo) Kuleff of Mesa, AZ, 11 grandchildren and 10 great grandchildren.  Memorial service will be held 
at Bethlehem United Methodist Church 13550 Olio Road Fishers, IN on Saturday August 21, 2021. 
Visitation from 10am-11:15am. Service at 11:30. Burial will follow service at Bethlehem UMC ceme-
tery.  In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the American Lung Association/COPD Research, 
11225 Davenport Street Suite 101 Omaha, NE 68154 
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SPARK!FISHERS returned June 26th, 
after a 1 year delay due to Covid.  
Though limited  to 7 hours of sales, we 
did very well to earn money for our mis-
sions fund. 

July 16th, 13 members of Bethlehem visited the Castleton UMC Fish Fry in Indianapo-
lis, for lunch.  It was raining so the drive-thru was the busiest part of the lunch crowd.  
Pastor Jenifer Stuelpe Gibbs is a friend of our very own Pastor Amber.  It was a fun 
time “On the Road.” 



Remember our  
Missions 

Please continue bringing food 
for the food pantry, pop tabs 
for Riley, vases for Random 
Acts of Flowers, clothing & 
household for Samaritan’s 
Network, old cell phones and 
glasses. 

Christ is Risen! 

The Bethlehem Star 
Bethlehem United Methodist Church 
13550 Olio Road 
Fishers, IN 46037 
Mail:  PO Box 7115, Fishers, IN 

In case you’re  

wondering….. 

Our picnic tables ARE used by 

weary travelers now and then. 

A few weeks ago, these gen-

tlemen (from Cameroon), were 

moving furniture from Utah to 

Fishers and staying the night 

across the street.  They took a 

break in the fresh air of our 

picnic area. How can we make 

them feel even more wel-

come? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another Story……. 

A week after the Firemen’s 

Convention in Indianapolis, two 

firetrucks were in our parking 

lot.  Yes, I stopped!  They had 

just gotten back from Nebraska 

with a new firetruck (and follow 

truck) for their Marion, IN, Fire 

Dept, when the new truck over-

heated.  I offered hospitality but 

they just waited for the truck to 

cool down.  How can we make 

strangers feel  more welcome? 


